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Cliff collapse!

All round the coast, cliffs are being eaten away by waves and weathering.
Some get so weak they collapse. And that means trouble!

Scarborough

Landslip brings hotel to the brink

Last night a four-star hotel was falling inch by inch into the sea, after a
cliff collapsed at Scarborough, North Yorkshire.

Twenty-four hours earlier, the 100-year-old Holbeck Hall had stood
50 metres from the cliff edge, amid rose gardens and perfect lawns. By
dawn yesterday it was poised on the brink of the cliff. In the afternoon it
began slowly toppling over.

Eighty guests in the £100-a-night hotel were roused from their beds
shortly before breakfast yesterday and told to get ready to leave. But as
they packed their cases the lawn dropped by 4 metres, and the ‘manager
ordered them out immediately.

By late afternoon a conservatory, sun lounge and new restaurant had
gone. Later the lintel over the main door cracked and a large window
above it shattered. Next a gable collapsed, sending bricks, metal, glass,
chimney pots and other rubble onto the drive.The landslip took a huge
bite over 100m wide and 250 m deep from the cliff, and poured a million
tonnes of rock, clay and soil onto the beach below.

‘In dry summers, cracks can develop in the clay cliffs’, said an engineer
from Scarborough Council. ‘Then if you get a very wet winter, the water

gets in through the cracks and lubricates the clay and that means trouble.’ Holbeck Hall before the fall
The hotel slid towards the sea.
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